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various ti ss ag elsewhere, prominent epiddpics
of reéi‘m ‘ 5. Jesembled the

‘epidemiic ‘of 1918-19. 5 the purpose of this paper to enter
'.mto any dxscussxon of the ethlo cal r‘elatlor;shlp between these several
nit n~qi the features which serve
‘ to ldennfy an mﬁuenza 9p dfmic./ What is undertaken is to study
N the course of the argco ed ndortality from certain respiratory
Bis&ases Jveek by -\@ek ipsh large group bf cities of the United States; -
xdéntl-f-y -ﬁ'om thia#record “the. mqfe distinet periods of notably
S aanbetly ; to mefisure the excess, as well as may be; to
~. atudy 1ts dlstrlbutxon irr various. sectlons of the United States in each
- period;~and te st‘udy ‘the mdlcated movement of these epldemlcs
*«y_from one part of the counbl'y to another.
" ~Howeyer objective an approach one may wish to make in the study
~ of the phenomena, the fact that the epidemic menifestations are‘
ordinarily recorded as “influenza’” in morbidity statistics and
fluenza” and ‘“pneumonia’ in mortality statistics carries with 1t an
1mphcat10n that these manifestations were epidemic influenza. In
other words, we have been accustomed to call these respn'atory'
epidemics by a single name—*/influenza.” It may be that this is a
correct interpretation. On the other hand, it may be argued that
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Dr. Selwyn D. Collins’ work on excess mortality from influenza and
pneumonia forms a benchmark for current investigations of influenza.
His study of trends and epidemics, extending finally through 1956,
used weekly death rates which exceeded the normal seasonal expect-
ancy for these diseases as an approximation of excess mortality in
any given week.
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